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Happy holidays!

No event for December.

Brakes and all
that

The November Tech Session
brought out a great group to learn
about brakes (I hope that there
aren't that many cars out there with
bad brakes). Walt Osborn started
out b;r reminding us that brakes
have to be in good working
condition or the car is just not safe
to drive. On a car that has not been
driven for a number of years, the
car should not be driven until the
brake system is rebuilt. Failure of
any other system on the car is not
as catastrophic.

He gave a good explanation of how
to salvage as much as possible from
a brake system and how to
determine rvhat is salvageable.
Steel brake iines should be
carefully inspected for rust and
hoses replaced (the interior oftcn
swells closed). He suggested
sleeving the master cylinders with
either brass or stainless steel
(wheel cylinders can be sleeved
too, but often new cylinders can be
purchased for less then it costs to
have the sleeve installed). Another
neat trick he showed us was to
disassemble frozen cylinders by
installing azerk (grease) fitting into
a hole, plugging all the other holes
and pumping grease into the

cviinder rvith a grease gun. Walt is a
strong believer in sil icone brake
fluid as an excellent way to extend
the life of the system. It is both an
excellent lubricant for the seals and
does not absorb water, thus
preventing rust and corrosion. It is
more expensive than Girling LMA
but rvorth it in the long run (the
only exception to this is for folks
rvho drive their cars cxtremely
hard. autocross or race, where high
brake temperatures may produce
problems rvith sil icone).

After talking about brakes we
drooled over Walt's store of used
parts and looked at the Jag C-tYPe
replicas he is building. We also
learned about Spartan Sports Cars
from Martin Smith. More on
Spartan Sports Cars below.

For everyone's information, the
company Walt suggested for brass
sleeves is White Post Restorations,
White Post, VA22663, (703)

837-II40 (that's really the entire
address). The last time anybodY
was in contact with them, they were
charging $40 to sleeve a wheel or
clutch cylinder and $55 for a simple
master cylinder.

Attending were Mike, Russ, BarrY,
Rick, Jim, Doug, Mike, Michael,
Edwin, Scot, J., Martin, GarY, Jim,
Grant,.vlark, Howard, Nathan, and
Bill.

Wry are Bitislt outotltobile
ertgines n'a dition a lly s rtw ll b ore
and lortg strolce?

It's easy to see wlry Salt Lake Bitish Parts is well krtowrt by Jag owters.

I4/alt etplaitts lrow to fittislt off tlnt brake
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'Tis the season

LITTLE CAR OF ABINGDON

(Sung to tlrc fime of Little Tb,,vn of
Betlilehetn)

fufen:

Oh, Liltle car of Abingdon,
I lot'e 5'671 - that's no lie!
More than my wife, you are my life
I'll love you 'til I die.

And x'hen I go to rneeting
Orttside ye11'll ,*,ait for rne.
Tlto'f tll of bee4 I have no fear
Safe home yott'll cany me!

Wotnen:

Olt, rrgly cort of Abingdon
I hote y611 - that's no lie!
Yotu's4,le is old, S,ott're'*,et and cold
And rootny as a sty.

And x'lrcn *'e leave tlrc tneeting
Anti iutbbl,'s lqoded up,
A "lrcro driv,er" he becotnes
Antl, f ightened, I throw up!

HARK, THE PARTS SUPPLIER

(Sttng to the tune of HARK, TLIE
HERALD ANGLE.t SING)

TURKTHE PARTS SUPPLIER
sl^rct
"I can't get ystu'piston rings!
Tltal"vs on order 'cross tl'te water'
IVe don't stock tlrctn kind of things."

"And *'e con't get ),olu'tnaTneto.
Better ys11 shottld buy a GTO.
Thke a*,ny yelu'old MG -
It is tnostly mode of n'ee!"

Ilark the ports srtpplier's call
As lte hides behind his v,all.

Hark tlrc lnrdencd owner crics
"l'll tnoke my orvn,,,ou ain't so tvise.
File rny oil rings out of coil springs
Jttst like nll tlrc other prys."

"Ge ars I'll g'intl Ji'otn da1'-okl cheeses,
Top's I'll sew fi'otn B.VD.'scs.

Yes, I'll fix my own MG -
Though it is mainly made of tree!"

Harlg the lnrdened owner cies
and into tlte night he flies.

From TSO (The Sacred Octagon)
1969. Courtesy of Gary Lindstrom

THE NIGHT BEFORE
CHRISTMAS

T'wru the nigltt before Christmas, and
all thrtt the valley,
not a sports car was stirrin& not even a
Fen'ari;
I-lre stockings were hung on the garage
tloor with care,
In hopes that "Hot Nick" soon would be
tltere.

The kiddies tyere nestled all snug in their
beds,
Wille Alfas and Jagnrs raced in their
heads;
And Mon'L in her goggles, and I in beret,
Had just ntcked tlrc Allard in, tlrcn hit
the ha1,;

Wrcn out on the road there arose such a
clatler,
I sprangJt'otn my bed to see wlxat was
the matter.
Erpecting to see a Mercedes roar by,
We raced to tlte *'indow, my dear wife
and I.

Tlrc tnoon on tlle clxrome of lrer "baby
Lago,"
Gave tlte brightness of noonday to
objects below,.
Wen x'lnt sltould my *,ondering eyes
befi'ay,,

But eiglu tiny MGs pulling a sleigh,

With a ynall "hero driver" so steady and
qticlg
I kne*, in a motnent it mlast be "Hot
Nick!"

More rapid. tlnn Grand hix his little

fleet catne,
And he pow'ed on the coal as lrc called
lhetn bS' n61ns'
"Notv KA, novv PB, now KN and TD,
On VA, on TII on NA and TC;
Tb the top of tlrc nu'n, keep away ftom
the wall,
Now,doslt a*'ay, tlig out, cltange cogs
all!'

'1;19:tucas
' :  : : : .  * : : :  I  :

,,,,Gal€ndar.
'lirui;ur""au, wo.k. about as well as
.iis;a-eriLe; so use it with care.
.:..CIubi:.CVbntg:.aie.in.:CAPS : The,others
'you,matl find interesting. All events
,*" C"6ject to- Change. 

" '

.,,i"J 4,'ubu*;
iitAffi.,ie ;,,.tndu,SEs S i bN,r :

.'iE-tEgrRIcAI-,,p.RoBLE"[a*.., ll,,i
FEBRUARV i'5: :POT-LU CK
, Dnxen. we=, AnE io oxtt t c
FOR.A:SI.TF FOR THIS. A
CONDO PARTYNOONA TS
GREAT CAN AIITBOO* CT
ONE FOR US?

' Jrrly i2r25 WR (Vintage Triumph
,:Re[istdf),,:Oonn tion',Savannah,

,,Geo.1g4i,,Cnnt act:rMaik; 3i,6a 3251' (H)
foi information. '

August 3l'sbptember 4, L992: GOF
West (Gathering of the Faithful) for
ALL MGriorvn,el ::at:Jadk3onrLake
todge in Jackson, WY. If you want
:,to,:go, . youi:. -ne€d,, to .make,, ieservations

..in,.the sbiing,:::abou.t Apiil;, Get this
,,into youi,:schbdnle,,for next:year, Who
knowswhen there willbe a GOF

,that]s'closer! These aie approximate

..dates; it'.may.st#t..on..Snndayor, end
::6n::'Th.ursdey,:bnt:,the)r should be r :
close.' More :information to follow.

Like Ascni and Fangio fighting a dttel
They brcadslid the driveway and hu'ned
on the ft el;
Up to the garage wltere tlrcy braked to a
stop,
The sleiglt full of goodies with Santa on
top.

The sleiglt was ahuniruun - Ghia design;
In "Britislt Racing Green" it really
looked fine.
The badge bar up front stood ortt clear
and bold,
The collection of bodges a sigltt to </
beholrt-
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Volurne 4 Number5

He was dressed up in Italian "Race Red,"
From the tip of his toes to top of ltis head;
A bundle of speed parts he had on lis
baclg
And he chuckled tvitlt glee as he opened
lzis pack

His eyes, Itow tlrcy sParHed, like a
spinning Rudge ',vheel
His beard was tlxe silver of
machine-tooled steel;
With a littlc round face and a chubby
tvaist line.
That shookwhen he lauglrcd like that
Bugatti of mine.

He started his task tvitltottt saying a word,
The idling etltausts were all that was
lrcard.
Wil'e wheels for juniori to ft his TD,
Hood-st'ap and windscreens for Allard
and me.

A can of paint, matked "fi'enclt Racing
Bleu."
Castrol, a blower, and dual carbs too;
The last ttdng he left v'as tlrc best that
cottld be,
A ),ear's "Road and T|ack" for tlrc farnily
and me.

He jumped to the sleiglt and gave his
cotmnanas,
Tlrcn away tltey all flet+' like tlrc statt at
Le Maw,
And I heard him extlairn as he
quickened the pace,
"Meny Chrisfincs to alL and to all a
good race!"

From Road and Thack l-954,

Courtesy of GarY Lindstrom

Left over parts

You undoubtedly have noticed the

new look for the nervsletter, sans

envelopes. This saves a great deal

of folding and licking. Is the
newsletter getting to You in good

shape? Let us know rvhat's
happening.

We sent out l-83 November
newsletters. The prediction at the

beginning of 1991was that we

would break 150. Thanks to Jim for

getting the nervsletters coPied.

In January we are planning on
sending out the renewal postcards.
For those ofyou who have not been
in the group for a year, we annuallY
send out postcards that MUST be
returned if you rvant to stay on the
mailing list. This allows us to
update our records and remove
people from the mailing list who

are no longer interested.

It looks like there will be another,
more serious, try to organize an
ALL BRITISH FIELD DAY NEK
year. We could use a volunteer to
represent the BMCU in planning
this. Anybody want to take that on?
The talk is to try to get the HealeY
Club, Jaguar Club, Land Rover

Club, Morgan Club, the Provo
group, the Bl\fCU and anYbodY

else into Brit ish cars to take part.
There will likely be some driving

events; Rall-v- and Funkana, and a
car display. There may be an
attempt to get the rePair shoPs and
parts places to take Part too.

Sometime in N{ay is the likely date.
Bill Davis of the Land Rover Club
(and BMCU) is the main
organizingforce. Let the editors
know ifyou can help organize this.

New members during November
include: Mike Chambers, Mike has

a'74 Spitf ire: Phil and Marlene
Janney with a '76 TR-6; Michael

Stephens, he has a'53 MG-TD;Jim
Higman, Jim is iooking for a British

car; Keith Jones; Edwin Barker, he
has a Spitfire; Rick Bruce; Michael
Steed, both Rick and Michael
learned of the group from the
notice in the Recreation section of
the Tiibune and attended the tech
session.

We have the story on GRILL
BADGES. This time around theY
will be $20. We have to order a
minimum of 25 from the

manufacturer and will have to have
at least 13 sold and PrePaid before
we can do it. If you would like to
order one or more contact the
editors, Bill or Julie, at 582-9223.

Buy, sell or trade

Ken Kirkman is looking for aI2'75
Sprite or Midget engine or for
parts for that engine' Give Ken a
call at943-8436 ifYou have an
engine or parts for sale.

Alan Johnson,277-7682, is looking
for a MGA roadster. If You want to
sell one or know of one for sale give
him a call.

Mike BrenchleY is looking for a
TR-6, about L976,to buY. IfYou
have one for sale or know of one
for sale give him a call at 621-mike.

Martin Smith brought his SPartan
Sports Car to the Brake session. It
has a British-made fiberglass bodY,
a TR-6 suspension, and an MGB
engine. It is RHD and looks
vaguely like a TD or a Morgan'
Martin is interested in selling it, he
will consider offers around $15,000-
He can be reached at972-0l98.

There was a TR-6 for sale down on
Main Street, between 33rd and 21st
south. I couldn't helP noticing it

Matin shows ltis Spartan Sports Car



because of the flames painted on
the car. You don't see many TR-6s
with flames. Mark looked at it, and
said the engine and/or transmission
is in the trunk and the rust is thick.
Interested? There is also a
MGB-GT in a dealers lot north of
the TR-6.I could see the rusted out
rockers as I drove by.

(front the questiort on page 1)
Automobile taxes in Bitain, wtil
in tlrc '50s, I believe, were based ort
a lnrsepower fomrula developed
by the RAC (RoyalAtttomobile
Clttb) in tlrc early part of the
cenfttry. This fomuila calailated
horsepowerfrom the engine bore
and number of cylinders, btu did
not consider tlte stroke or
cornpressiort ratio! Wo watts to
pay high taxes? TIrc idiculotrsly
low ltors ep ow er fi gure s c alail ate d

from this fomrula were often
quoted in early ads artd in car
model nantes, for exantple, an
Austin 7.

From the Newsletter Editors: Bill and Julie Van
Moorhem, 582-9223 (H), 581 -7687'0//).

Associate Editors: Mark and Karen
Bradakis, 364-3251 (H).

Newsletter Layout and Art; Nathan
Massie, 486-2935 (H).

Chancellor of the Exchequer: Martin Van
Nood,268-4105 (H).

This newsletter is published by the British
Motor Club of Utah, a loosely organized
group of British automobile owners. We
hold monthly events: drives, picnics,
technical sessions and more. We
welcome owners (or potential owners) of
Brit ish cars in any condit ion to the group.
Membership in the BMCU is free, but we
ask for a donation at events to support
the newsletter and other activities. lf you
would l ike to join the group, send your
name, address, and British cars owned to
Reed Baier, 1 1360 Drystone Avenue,
Sandy, UT, 84092or cal l  Reed at
572-3047(H\.

exchequer

Balance as of
10/30/91 (Exchequer
had $249.80 Editor
had $a1.65.)

November
newsletter cost

November
donations

Balance as of
11125191(Exchequer
has $269.80 Editor
has $31.61.)

$291.45

-$s1.04

+$67.00

$301.41

BMCU
1322 South 1400 East
Salt l-ake Citv. Utah 84105
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